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PAYING TRIBUTE TO JUDY 
PALMER 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 20, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to 
rise today and pay tribute to Judy Palmer of 
Basalt, Colorado. Judy has spent many dec-
ades of her life dedicated and committed to 
the education of our youth. As she retires from 
teaching, I would like to take this opportunity 
to recognize her remarkable career before this 
body of Congress and this nation today. 

Judy has spent nearly thirty years teaching 
our children. She began teaching in Basalt in 
1975, and although she has taught many dif-
ferent age ranges including elementary and 
middle school students, her passion is teach-
ing sixth grade. Over the past two years, she 
has split time teaching a class of gifted and 
talented students and another class of at-risk 
students. She relishes the opportunity to en-
courage students to aquire a love of learning. 
As a testament to her dedication to educating 
our youth, the Basalt Town Council honored 
her as the area’s ‘‘Most Inspirational Teacher 
of the Year.’’ This award speaks to her ability 
to connect with the kids because students 
nominated the potential honorees. 

Mr. Speaker, Judy Palmer has been a posi-
tive influence on many students throughout 
her career. I commend her work as a teacher 
and let it be known that the community will 
sorely miss her work. She has been very suc-
cessful in the past and I wish her continued 
success in the future.

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE McINTYRE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 20, 2004

Mr. MCINTYRE. I was in Scotland as part of 
a U.S. Delegation at the 13th annual session 
of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Organi-
zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe, 
and was therefore unavoidably absent for roll-
call votes 326 and 327. Had I been present I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote 326, 
H. Con. Res. 410, and ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote 
327, H. Con. Res. 257.
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U.S.-AUSTRALIA FREE TRADE 
AGREEMENT 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 14, 2004

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
opposition to H.R. 4759, the United States-
Australia Free Trade Agreement, and I wish to 

draw members’ attention to Australia’s unau-
thorized oil drilling for resources in the Timor 
Sea, at the expense of the world’s poorest 
and newest nation, East Timor. 

East Timor gained independence in 1999, 
and since then, has received a great amount 
of aid from the international community. Aus-
tralia has been one of the more generous na-
tions. East Timor is still one of the most im-
poverished nations in Asia however, and de-
spite its modest government budget, it will ac-
crue an estimated deficit of US $126.3 by 
2007. This deficit cannot be good for East 
Timor. 

Close off the coast of East Timor lies many 
rich oil and gas fields. But East Timor does 
not stand to profit. Instead, Australia claims 
sovereignty over the fields and is only half-
heartedly negotiating with East Timor to arrive 
at an equitable sharing of the oil. In 2007, 
East Timor is expected to start collecting a 
small amount of revenue from just some of 
rich oil and natural gas resources that exist in 
the Timor Sea, just off the coast of East 
Timor. East Timor’s rightful claim is protected 
by international law, the 1982 UN Convention 
of the Law of the Sea, which specifically says 
that the maritime boundary between two coun-
tries exists halfway between the countries. De-
spite this law, Australia has laid claim to the 
resources, citing an illegitimate treaty with In-
donesia from 1972 that delimited Australia’s 
maritime boundary as the continental shelf 
line, which exists much closer to East Timor 
than Australia. At the time the treaty was 
signed, East Timor was occupied by Indo-
nesia. East Timor gained independence in 
1999 thereby invalidating the treaty between 
Indonesia and Australia. 

Between 1999 and 2002, Australia made 
$638 million from the Laminaria-Corallina oil 
fields, even though these fields are twice as 
close to East Timor than Australia. By 2007, 
Australia is expected to make $1.266 billion 
from these fields. 

The Laminaria-Corallina oil fields are just 
some of the many rich resources that exist in 
the Timor Sea. The Greater Sunrise fields, lo-
cated 150 km south of East Timor, and 400 
km north of Australia, although not yet tapped, 
are expected to bring in over $30 billion. Cer-
tainly East Timor’s economic future could im-
prove considerably with these resources in-
cluded in its territory. 

Australia has proposed a Joint Petroleum 
Development Area, an area covering 40 per-
cent of the energy fields in the Timor Sea, and 
specifically the Bayu-Undan field. In this Area, 
East Timor would receive 90 percent of the oil 
production, estimated by the Australian gov-
ernment to be valued at $300 million. The suc-
cess of this production, however, is yet to be 
determined, as the resources will not bring in 
revenue until 2007. But as for the much richer 
Greater Sunrise field, expected to yield $30 
billion, Australia claims the right to over 80 
percent. 

Australia claims to be negotiating with East 
Timor about their much needed maritime 
boundary in ‘‘good faith.’’ Yet it took over a 

year of pleading by the East Timorese govern-
ment in order for the Australian government to 
finally concede to the negotiation process, and 
they only conceded to meet twice per year. 
East Timor has requested that the maritime 
boundary be determined within 3–5 years, a 
reasonable amount of time for settling this 
type of dispute, yet Australia has refused, 
claiming this dispute is much too complicated 
for a time limit to be set. In the meantime, 
Australia only benefits from time passing, as it 
continues to drill in the Laminaria-Corallina oil 
fields and has taken initial steps to guarantee 
drilling in the Greater Sunrise fields. It has 
been suggested to the Australian government 
that revenue from the resources extracted in 
the disputed area be held in escrow until the 
maritime border is determined between East 
Timor and Australia. Once again, the Aus-
tralian government has refused, displaying 
‘‘bad faith’’ in the negotiating process. 

Australia is a strong and wealthy country, 
certainly the stronghold of the region. East 
Timor has very little, and any leverage it may 
have in negotiating with Australia over its 
rightful claim to the resources in the Timor 
Sea lies completely in its moral claim. I urge 
my colleagues to support the efforts of the 
world’s newest independent state.

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JIM RYUN 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 20, 2004

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, unfortu-
nately, I missed three votes in the House of 
Representatives on July 19, 2004. Had I been 
in attendance I would have made the following 
votes: 

Vote on H.R. 1587, the Viet Nam Human 
Rights Act of 2003. Had I been in attendance, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Vote on S. Con. Res. 114, the ‘‘Food dis-
tribution in schools to hungry or malnourished 
children around the world’’ Resolution. Had I 
been in attendance, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Vote on S. 2264, the Northern Uganda Cri-
sis Response Act. Had I been in attendance, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’

f 

HONORING DAULTON RANCH 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 20, 2004

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Daulton Ranch on the occasion 
of their 150th anniversary. The Daulton Ranch 
was the first and is the longest standing cattle 
operation in Madera County, California. 

Henry Clay Daulton, the son of a soldier in 
the War of 1812, and the grandson of a Revo-
lutionary War soldier, left Missouri for Cali-
fornia during the Gold Rush of 1849. To-
gether, in 1854 Henry Clay and his wife Mary 
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